Tiie best that can be said about our Spanish colleagues is, that they meant well. Their utter inability to cope with the situation was, to say the least of it, trying, though at times amusing. The courtesy which they displayed when faced by a raging mob of their French, German, and English confreres, was in itself a lesson, and the calmness with which they rolled and smoked their cigarettes, in the presence of an exasperated and abusive crowd of delegates, was inimitable. It was magnificent, but it was not business. Still, it was a useful experience, an experience which we wish some of our own countrymen would profit by. We hear much of the dignity of the profession, but we are bound to confess that at
Madrid, except on the part of our hosts, it was, in general, conspicuous by its absence.
It was certainly an original idea to hold the sectional meetings in an Art gallery. What a relief it was to let the eye wander over the many masterpieces with which the walls were adorned, whilst listening to the rival claims of two " congressists " reading papers in different tongues at one and the same time.
As 110 one ever knew what the programme was going to be, or where the different events were going to take place, there was a certain element of sport in the proceedings, which made up to some extent for lack of method.
